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Since oppositions and appeal proceedings before the EPO are highly specialized and 
challenging, it is a key indicator of a patent law firm’s performance. This report presents 
statistics for cases handled between 2010 and 2025. 

Outcome for our clients after both opposition and appeal, if there was an 
appeal
The data reflect the outcomes of opposition and appeal proceedings managed by the ZBM
team during this period, including:

 Opposition cases that proceeded to appeal, culminating in a final decision on the
merits issued by the Board of Appeal.

 Opposition cases in which we took over representation during the appeal stage,
resulting in a final decision on the merits by the Board of Appeal.

 Opposition cases with a final decision on the merits issued by the opposition division
where no appeal was subsequently filed by any party.

 Opposition and appeal cases withdrawn at the opposition or the appeal stage before
a final decision on the merits, for instance, due to an agreement between the parties.

ZBM Performance in EPO Opposition/Appeal 
Procedures

Legend: Patent amendedPatent revoked Opposition rejected

Final outcome of the opposition and appeal procedures

ZBM as proprietor's representative 
in opposition/appeal proceedings
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ZBM as opponent's representative 
in opposition/appeal proceedings

Patents opposed by our clients: 44% of the challenged patents were revoked
and 37% were maintained in amended form after opposition and/or appeal
procedure, if any.

Opposition received against our clients’ patents: Only 15% of the patents were
revoked. 40% of the opposed patents were upheld as granted and 45% were
maintained in amended form after opposition and/or appeal procedure, if any.
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These figures illustrate how the previous outcomes benefited our clients:

In the following sections, we provide a more detailed breakdown of the results, distinguishing
those achieved at the opposition stage from those obtained after the appeal procedure.

Final outcome for our clients

Patents opposed by our clients: In 72% of the cases after an opposition proceeding
and an appeal proceeding, if any, the patent was either revoked or maintained in
amended form that did not compromise out client’s interests, thereby meeting their
strategic objectives.

Oppositions received against our clients’ patents: In 85% of the cases, the patent
remained in force either as granted or in an amended form, ensuring effective
protection for our client’s market interests.

ZBM as proprietor's representative 
in opposition/appeal proceedings 

85%

15%

ZBM as opponent's representative 
in opposition/appeal  proceedings

72%

28%
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Legend: Positive outcome for our client Negative outcome for our client
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Outcome of the opposition procedure

Oppositions received against our client’s patents: Only 7% of the patents defended by
ZBM were revoked vs. 36% EPO average, which is 29% less revocations than the EPO
average. Meanwhile, 53% of the patents were upheld as granted which is 32% higher
than the EPO average

Overall, 93% of the patents remained in force (either as granted 53% or in amended
form 40%), delivering effective market protection for our clients. This represents a 29%
increase over the EPO average.

Patents opposed by our clients: 47% of the patents were revoked in cases handled by
ZBM, which is 11% higher than the EPO average (47% vs. 36%). Meanwhile, 19% of the
patents we challenged were upheld as granted, which is 2% lower than the EPO
average.

Overall, in 81% of cases the patents were either revoked or maintained in an amended
form.

Legend: Patent amendedPatent revoked Opposition rejected

EPO's opposition proceedings 
average outcome (2023)

19%
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ZBM as opponent's representative 
in opposition proceedings 
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ZBM as proprietor's representative 
in opposition proceedings 

ZBM’s performance in proceedings before the opposition division
benchmarked against the average outcomes published by the EPO.

ZBM Performance in EPO Opposition/Appeal 
Procedures



5

ZBM’s performance in  proceedings before the board of appeal benchmarked 
against the outcome published by the EPO

:

Outcome of the appeal procedure

Patents opposed by our clients: 58% of the patents were revoked, which is even 11%
higher of the results we achieved before the opposition division, while the number of
amended patents is maintained, 33%, which means that our results are even better
before the Board of appeal than those before the opposition division. In other words,
our performance excels in these specialized forums adept at managing complex
arguments.

Legend: Patent amendedPatent revoked Opposition rejected

14%

33%58%

ZBM as opponent's representative 
in appeal proceedings 

14%
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29%

ZBM as proprietor's representative 
in appeal proceedings 

Comparison with 2023 EPO data: According to the EPO’s 2023 statistics, the decision of
the opposition division was confirmed in 64% of cases (maintained as granted,
dismissal, or other disposal), amended in 17% of cases (maintenance as amended or
opposition resumed), and revoked in 19% of cases.

Since ZBM’s outcomes in EPO opposition proceedings exceed these EPO averages and
there is even a further improvement on appeal proceeding as opponents, ZBM’s
performance is considered significantly higher than the overall EPO average.

Oppositions received against our clients’ patents: in 71% of the cases the patents
were maintained (57% as amended and 14% as granted, i.e., opposition rejected).

ZBM Performance in EPO Opposition/Appeal 
Procedures
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ZBM oppositions/appeals specialists

Chemistry/Pharma

Montserrat Jané - MSc Chemistry | European Patent Attorney - Diploma on Patent litigation in 
Europe (CEIPI)
mjane@zbm-patents.eu

Noemí Daviu - MSc Chemistry | European Patent Attorney - Diploma on Patent litigation in 
Europe (CEIPI)
ndaviu@zbm-patents.eu

Bernabé Zea – MSc Chemistry | Spanish Patent & Trademark Attorney | Authorised 
Representative before EUIPO
bzea@zbm-patents.eu

Biotechnology/Life science

Carolina Janer - PhD Chemical Sciences/Biotechnology | European Patent Attorney - Diploma 
on Patent litigation in Europe (Politecnico di Milano)
cjaner@zbm-patents.eu

Carlos Maíllo - PhD Biomedicine | MSc Biochemistry | European Patent Attorney - Diploma on
Patent litigation in Europe (Politecnico di Milano)
cmaillo@zbm-patents.eu

Peter Markvardsen - MSc Chemistry/Biotechnology | European Patent Attorney - Diploma on 
Patent litigation in Europe (CEIPI)
pmarkvardsen@zbm-patents.eu

Engineering /Telecommunications

Sergi Ruiz - BSc Mechanical Engineering | European Patent Attorney - Diploma on Patent
litigation in Europe (Politecnico di Milano)
sruiz@zbm-patents.eu

Laura Artigas  -MSC in Telecommunications Engineering | European Patent Attorney | 
European Patent Litigator at the UPC
lartigas@zbm-patents.eu
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